








Notice of Preparation 
 

LAVWMA Export Pipeline Facilities-Western Terminus 8 ESA / 200066.01 
Supplemental EIR December 2009 

Preliminary − Subject to Revision 

TABLE 1 - SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES AND REQUIRED PERMITS 

Agency Permit Type 

City of San Leandro Encroachment 

Alameda County Department of Public Works Encroachment 

East Bay Dischargers Authority Wastewater disposal agreement 

San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board 401 Water Quality Certification 

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission Administrative Permit 

State Lands Commission  Revised Lease Agreement  

US Army Corps of Engineers Updated Section 404 Nationwide Permit 

US Fish and Wildlife Service Section 7 Consultation  

Department of Fish and Game 2081 Consistency Determination 

 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR THIS NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15163(c)(d), the SEIR shall be given the same 
kind of notice and public review as is given for a draft EIR under Section 15087.  Due to 
the time limits mandated by State law, responses must be sent at the earliest possible date, 
but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.  Please include a name, address, and 
telephone number of a contact person in your agency for all future correspondence on this 
subject.  Please send your comments to: 

Livermore-Amador Valley Water Management Agency (LAVWMA) 
c/o Paul Curfman, Project Manager 
Environmental Science Associates 
1425 N. McDowell Boulevard 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
LAVWMA@esassoc.com 
 
 

The public comment period will close at 5:00 p.m. on February 1, 2010. 
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technical memorandum 

 
To:   File 

 
From:   Sabine Tucker, Associate 
 
Date:   November 10, 2009 
 
Subject:  Recreational Usage of the San Francisco Bay Trail at the EBDA 

Connection Project Location 
 

 

I. Introduction  
This technical memorandum presents our observations of recreational uses of the San Francisco 
Bay Trail at the proposed project location in San Leandro, California on Saturday, October 17, 
2007 and Thursday, October 22, 2009. The site visits were conducted to assess the type and 
frequency of usage of the Bay Trail, and to consider possible disruption of recreational use during 
construction of the proposed project.   

II. Background 
LAVWMA prepared and certified in June 25, 1998, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for its 
16-mile Export Pipeline Facilities Project. The final segment of the pipeline that connects to the 
East Bay Dischargers Authority (EBDA) at the westernmost end of the project alignment was 
analyzed in the EIR and was determined to be in sufficient condition to handle the increased 
disposal capacity. With the passage of time and normal deterioration, it has now become 
necessary to replace that existing pipeline segment that connects to the EBDA pipeline with new 
pipeline.  

Proposed Project 
The existing LAVWMA pipeline connects into the EBDA pipeline in San Leandro at Roberts 
Landing, a few hundred feet from the San Francisco Bay shoreline and adjacent to the restored 
Heron Bay marsh. The proposed project replaces the final 1,200 feet of the existing pipeline with 
a new, slightly realigned pipeline.  

The San Francisco Bay Trail runs north of the project site and turns east at the project site 
(Point C, Figure 1). The entrance to the Trail at Heron Drive and Bayfront Drive is adjacent to 
and west of the Heron Bay Residential community. North of the project site along the Bay Trail is 
the Tony Lema Golf Course and another Trail entrance at Marina Park. Construction staging 
areas will be at either end of the proposed new pipeline – along the Bay Trail to the west and near 
the intersection of Heron Drive and Bayfront Drive to the east.  

The paved Bay Trail would be used to provide access to the project site during construction. 
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III. Bay Trail Observations and Recreational Use 
As noted above, site visits were conducted on October 17, 2009 and October 22, 2009 to assess 
recreational usage of the Bay Trail, and to consider possible disruption of recreational uses during 
construction of the proposed project.  

In general, visitors to the Bay Trail enter the trail from the east at Heron Drive and Bayfront 
Drive, and from the north at Marina Park. This span of the Bay Trail is also known as Neptune 
Drive and is approximately 1.72 miles long. 

Thursday, October 17 -7 am to 1 pm. (6 hours)– Overcast, cool breeze, 60 degrees. Of the 165 
visitors observed on that day, 93 were from the Heron Bayfront Drive trailhead and 72 were from 
the Marina Park entrance.  Three-quarters were walkers and runners (77%). The rest were 
bicyclists (17%), and a small number of dog walkers (7%). Families and seniors were observed 
on the trail (4% and 13%, respectively). No youth were observed as school was in session. 

Saturday, October 22 - 12 pm to 2 pm. (2 hours)- sunny 64 degrees. Of the 71 total visitors 
observed, 49 were from the Heron Bayfront Drive trailhead and 22 were from the Marina Park 
entrance.  Slightly more than half were walkers and runners (53%), about one-third were 
bicyclists (34%), and the rest were dog walkers (13%). Youth, families and seniors were observed 
on the Trail, primarily entering from the Heron Drive/Bayfront Drive entrance. 

Visitors were observed entering the Trail from both entrance locations (Points A and D, Figure 
1). Visitors only to the Marina Park were observed but were not counted as Bay Trail users. Trail 
users consisted of walkers, runners, bikers and dog walkers. The majority of users on both days 
consisted of walkers and runners and did not appear to be commuters. More visitors entered from 
the Heron Drive/Bayfront Drive entrance than the Marina Park entrance on the observed days.  

Table 1 below summarizes the type and frequency of usage of the Bay Trail at the project site. 

Potential Impacts to Recreational Use  
Construction activity at the project site may temporarily disrupt Bay Trail usage. Both the Heron 
Drive/Bayfront Drive and Marina Park entrances are vehicle accessible and could accommodate 
construction traffic. However, although the distance from the Heron Drive/Bayfront Drive 
entrance to the project site is the shorter of the two trail sections (approximately 0.38 mile), there 
is no shoulder to redirect Bay Trail recreational traffic during construction activity. Furthermore, 
there is small bridge at the 0.2 mile point of this section, which may not be suitable for heavy 
construction traffic (Point B, Figure 1).  

The distance from the Marina Park to the project site is approximately 1.34 miles and there is a 
shoulder along this portion of the trail, which appears to make this entrance more suitable for 
construction traffic.  
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LAVWMA Export Pipeline Facilities Project—EBDA Connection 
 
Bay Trail Entrance 
San Leandro, Alameda County 
 

Table 1 
BAY TRAIL – Frequency and Type of Use at Project Location 

 
Type of Trail Use Weekday AM Peak 

(7 to 1p) 
Heron/Bayfront 

Entrance 

Weekday AM 
Peak  

(7 to 1p) 
Marina Park 

Entrance 

 
% of 

Weekday 
Total 

Weekend   
(Sat 12-2p) 

Heron/Bayfront Entrance 

Weekend 
(Sat 12-2p) 

Marina Park 
Entrance  

 
% of 

Weekend 
Total 

Walking/Running 70 58 77% 25 13 53% 
Biking 14 12 16% 17 7 34% 
Dog Walking 9 2 7% 7 2 13% 
Wheelchair 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 93 72 100% 49 22 100% 

       
Demographic*       

Youth 0 0 0 10 3 18% 
Families** 3 0 4% 5 1 17% 
Senior 19 3 13% 7 0 10% 

       
 Source: ESA Site Visits on October 17 and October 22, 2009  
 *Included in totals above 
**Families = 2 adults w/baby 
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APPENDIX C 
Biological Resources-Species Lists 
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State StatusFederal StatusScientific Name/Common Name Element Code SRankGRank

Natural Diversity Database
California Department of Fish and Game

Selected Elements by Scientific Name - Portrait
LAVWMA: San Leandro Quad

CDFG or
CNPS

Accipiter cooperii
Cooper's hawk

ABNKC12040 S3G51

SCunknown code...ThreatenedAmbystoma californiense
California tiger salamander

AAAAA01180 S2S3G2G32

1B.2Astragalus tener var. tener
alkali milk-vetch

PDFAB0F8R1 S1.1G1T13

SCAthene cunicularia
burrowing owl

ABNSB10010 S2G44

1B.2Centromadia parryi ssp. congdonii
Congdon's tarplant

PDAST4R0P1 S3.2G4T35

SCThreatenedCharadrius alexandrinus nivosus
western snowy plover

ABNNB03031 S2G4T36

1B.1EndangeredChorizanthe robusta var. robusta
robust spineflower

PDPGN040Q2 S1.1G2T17

SCCircus cyaneus
northern harrier

ABNKC11010 S3G58

1B.2Cordylanthus maritimus ssp. palustris
Point Reyes bird's-beak

PDSCR0J0C3 S2.2G4?T29

Danaus plexippus
monarch butterfly

IILEPP2010 S3G510

SCGeothlypis trichas sinuosa
saltmarsh common yellowthroat

ABPBX1201A S2G5T211

1B.1Horkelia cuneata ssp. sericea
Kellogg's horkelia

PDROS0W043 S1.1G4T112

1B.1EndangeredLasthenia conjugens
Contra Costa goldfields

PDAST5L040 S1.1G113

ThreatenedLaterallus jamaicensis coturniculus
California black rail

ABNME03041 S1G4T114

SCMelospiza melodia pusillula
Alameda song sparrow

ABPBXA301S S2?G5T2?15

Northern Coastal Salt Marsh CTT52110CA S3.2G316

EndangeredEndangeredRallus longirostris obsoletus
California clapper rail

ABNME05016 S1G5T117

EndangeredEndangeredReithrodontomys raviventris
salt-marsh harvest mouse

AMAFF02040 S1S2G1G218

SCRynchops niger
black skimmer

ABNNM14010 S1S3G519

1B.1RareSanicula maritima
adobe sanicle

PDAPI1Z0D0 S2.2G220

SCScapanus latimanus parvus
Alameda Island mole

AMABB02031 S1G5T1Q21

SCSorex vagrans halicoetes
salt-marsh wandering shrew

AMABA01071 S1G5T122

EndangeredEndangeredSternula antillarum browni
California least tern

ABNNM08103 S2S3G4T2T3Q23

1B.2Streptanthus albidus ssp. peramoenus
most beautiful jewel-flower

PDBRA2G012 S2.2G2T224

Commercial Version -- Dated November 01, 2009 -- Biogeographic Data Branch Page 1
Report Printed on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 Information Expires 05/01/2010
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State StatusFederal StatusScientific Name/Common Name Element Code SRankGRank

Natural Diversity Database
California Department of Fish and Game

Selected Elements by Scientific Name - Portrait
LAVWMA: San Leandro Quad

CDFG or
CNPS

1B.1EndangeredSuaeda californica
California seablite

PDCHE0P020 S1.1G125

Tryonia imitator
mimic tryonia (=California brackishwater snail)

IMGASJ7040 S2S3G2G326

Commercial Version -- Dated November 01, 2009 -- Biogeographic Data Branch Page 2
Report Printed on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 Information Expires 05/01/2010
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605 

Sacramento, California 95825

November 5, 2009

Document Number: 091105034619

Natasha Dvorak 

Environmental Science Associates 

1425 N. McDowell Blvd.

Suite 200 

Petaluma, CA 94954 

Subject: Species List for LAVWMA EBDA Connection Pipeline 

Dear: Ms. Natasha Dvorak 

We are sending this official species list in response to your November 5, 2009 request for information 

about endangered and threatened species. The list covers the California counties and/or U.S. 

Geological Survey 7½ minute quad or quads you requested. 

Our database was developed primarily to assist Federal agencies that are consulting with us. 

Therefore, our lists include all of the sensitive species that have been found in a certain area and also 

ones that may be affected by projects in the area. For example, a fish may be on the list for a quad if 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_letter.cfm (1 of 2) [11/5/2009 2:48:27 PM]
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

it lives somewhere downstream from that quad. Birds are included even if they only migrate through 

an area. In other words, we include all of the species we want people to consider when they do 

something that affects the environment. 

Please read Important Information About Your Species List (below). It explains how we made the list 

and describes your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. 

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address 

proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we 

recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be February 03, 2010. 

Please contact us if your project may affect endangered or threatened species or if you have any 

questions about the attached list or your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. A list of 

Endangered Species Program contacts can be found at www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/branches.htm.

Endangered Species Division 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_letter.cfm (2 of 2) [11/5/2009 2:48:27 PM]
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

These buttons will not appear on your list.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office

Federal Endangered and Threatened Species that Occur in 

or may be Affected by Projects in the Counties and/or 

U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 Minute Quads you requested

Document Number: 091105034619

Database Last Updated: January 29, 2009

Quad Lists

Listed Species

Invertebrates

● Branchinecta lynchi

 ❍ vernal pool fairy shrimp (T) 

Fish

● Acipenser medirostris

 ❍ green sturgeon (T) (NMFS) 

● Eucyclogobius newberryi

 ❍ tidewater goby (E) 

● Hypomesus transpacificus

 ❍ delta smelt (T) 

● Oncorhynchus kisutch

 ❍ coho salmon - central CA coast (E) (NMFS) 

● Oncorhynchus mykiss

 ❍ Central California Coastal steelhead (T) (NMFS) 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfm (1 of 6) [11/5/2009 2:47:01 PM]

Revise Selection

Print this page

Make Official Letter
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

 ❍ Central Valley steelhead (T) (NMFS) 

 ❍ Critical habitat, Central California coastal steelhead (X) (NMFS) 

● Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

 ❍ Central Valley spring-run chinook salmon (T) (NMFS) 

 ❍ winter-run chinook salmon, Sacramento River (E) (NMFS) 

Amphibians

● Ambystoma californiense

 ❍ California tiger salamander, central population (T) 

● Rana aurora draytonii

 ❍ California red-legged frog (T) 

Reptiles

● Masticophis lateralis euryxanthus

 ❍ Alameda whipsnake [=striped racer] (T) 

Birds

● Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus

 ❍ western snowy plover (T) 

● Pelecanus occidentalis californicus

 ❍ California brown pelican (E) 

● Rallus longirostris obsoletus

 ❍ California clapper rail (E) 

● Sternula antillarum (=Sterna, =albifrons) browni

 ❍ California least tern (E) 

Mammals

● Reithrodontomys raviventris

 ❍ salt marsh harvest mouse (E) 

Plants

● Lasthenia conjugens

 ❍ Contra Costa goldfields (E) 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfm (2 of 6) [11/5/2009 2:47:01 PM]
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

Quads Containing Listed, Proposed or Candidate Species:

SAN LEANDRO (447B) 

County Lists

No county species lists requested.

Key:

● (E) Endangered - Listed as being in danger of extinction. 

● (T) Threatened - Listed as likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future. 

● (P) Proposed - Officially proposed in the Federal Register for listing as endangered or threatened. 

● (NMFS) Species under the Jurisdiction of the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service. Consult with them 

directly about these species. 

● Critical Habitat - Area essential to the conservation of a species. 

● (PX) Proposed Critical Habitat - The species is already listed. Critical habitat is being proposed for it. 

● (C) Candidate - Candidate to become a proposed species. 

● (V) Vacated by a court order. Not currently in effect. Being reviewed by the Service. 

● (X) Critical Habitat designated for this species 

Important Information About Your Species List

How We Make Species Lists

We store information about endangered and threatened species lists by U.S. Geological Survey 7½ 

minute quads. The United States is divided into these quads, which are about the size of San 

Francisco.

The animals on your species list are ones that occur within, or may be affected by projects within, 

the quads covered by the list.

● Fish and other aquatic species appear on your list if they are in the same watershed as your 

quad or if water use in your quad might affect them. 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfm (3 of 6) [11/5/2009 2:47:01 PM]
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

● Amphibians will be on the list for a quad or county if pesticides applied in that area may be 

carried to their habitat by air currents. 

● Birds are shown regardless of whether they are resident or migratory. Relevant birds on the 

county list should be considered regardless of whether they appear on a quad list. 

Plants

Any plants on your list are ones that have actually been observed in the area covered by the list. 

Plants may exist in an area without ever having been detected there. You can find out what's in the 

surrounding quads through the California Native Plant Society's online Inventory of Rare and 

Endangered Plants.

Surveying

Some of the species on your list may not be affected by your project. A trained biologist and/or 

botanist, familiar with the habitat requirements of the species on your list, should determine whether 

they or habitats suitable for them may be affected by your project. We recommend that your surveys 

include any proposed and candidate species on your list. 

See our Protocol and Recovery Permits pages. 

For plant surveys, we recommend using the Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical 

Inventories. The results of your surveys should be published in any environmental documents 

prepared for your project.

Your Responsibilities Under the Endangered Species Act

All animals identified as listed above are fully protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 

as amended. Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the take of a federally 

listed wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 

kill, trap, capture, or collect" any such animal. 

Take may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or 

injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, 

feeding, or shelter (50 CFR §17.3). 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfm (4 of 6) [11/5/2009 2:47:01 PM]
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures:

● If a Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of a project that 

may result in take, then that agency must engage in a formal consultation with the Service. 

● During formal consultation, the Federal agency, the applicant and the Service work together to 

avoid or minimize the impact on listed species and their habitat. Such consultation would result 

in a biological opinion by the Service addressing the anticipated effect of the project on listed 

and proposed species. The opinion may authorize a limited level of incidental take. 

● If no Federal agency is involved with the project, and federally listed species may be taken as 

part of the project, then you, the applicant, should apply for an incidental take permit. The 

Service may issue such a permit if you submit a satisfactory conservation plan for the species 

that would be affected by your project. 

● Should your survey determine that federally listed or proposed species occur in the area and are 

likely to be affected by the project, we recommend that you work with this office and the 

California Department of Fish and Game to develop a plan that minimizes the project's direct 

and indirect impacts to listed species and compensates for project-related loss of habitat. You 

should include the plan in any environmental documents you file. 

Critical Habitat

When a species is listed as endangered or threatened, areas of habitat considered essential to its 

conservation may be designated as critical habitat. These areas may require special management 

considerations or protection. They provide needed space for growth and normal behavior; food, 

water, air, light, other nutritional or physiological requirements; cover or shelter; and sites for 

breeding, reproduction, rearing of offspring, germination or seed dispersal.

Although critical habitat may be designated on private or State lands, activities on these lands are 

not restricted unless there is Federal involvement in the activities or direct harm to listed wildlife.

If any species has proposed or designated critical habitat within a quad, there will be a separate line 

for this on the species list. Boundary descriptions of the critical habitat may be found in the Federal 

Register. The information is also reprinted in the Code of Federal Regulations (50 CFR 17.95). See 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfm (5 of 6) [11/5/2009 2:47:01 PM]
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Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office Species List

our Map Room page.

Candidate Species

We recommend that you address impacts to candidate species. We put plants and animals on our 

candidate list when we have enough scientific information to eventually propose them for listing as 

threatened or endangered. By considering these species early in your planning process you may be 

able to avoid the problems that could develop if one of these candidates was listed before the end of 

your project.

Species of Concern

The Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office no longer maintains a list of species of concern. However, 

various other agencies and organizations maintain lists of at-risk species. These lists provide 

essential information for land management planning and conservation efforts. More info

Wetlands

If your project will impact wetlands, riparian habitat, or other jurisdictional waters as defined by 

section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, you will need to 

obtain a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Impacts to wetland habitats require site 

specific mitigation and monitoring. For questions regarding wetlands, please contact Mark Littlefield 

of this office at (916) 414-6580.

Updates

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address 

proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we 

recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be February 03, 2010. 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfm (6 of 6) [11/5/2009 2:47:01 PM]
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